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	There 


	was
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an accident in the corner

an excellent cafeteria downstairs

a birthday party tonight 

	
	were


	many students at Cibercolegio

three bedrooms in my house

some flowers in the garden 


“There was” significa: hubo o había (en singular)
There was a birthday party last night









Había una fiesta de cumpleaños anoche.

“There were” significa: hubo o había (en plural)
There were many students at Cibercolegio









Hubo muchos estudiantes en el Cibercolegio.

Este verbo “haber” no se debe traducir por separado “There + was” ó “There + were”, pues consta de un adverbio de lugar “There: allá” y el verbo to be “was, were”, por lo tanto, su traducción literal sería errónea.

Para utilizar correctamente estos verbos, se debe tener en cuenta el número del sustantivo (plural o singular), cuando se trata de sustantivos en singular, se debe utilizar There was. Cuando se utilizan sustantivos en plural, se utiliza There were.

Por tratarse de un verbo que consta de to be (was - were), las oraciones negativas e interrogativas siguen el mismo orden utilizado con to be, así:

	WAS THERE a telephone in your house?
	WERE THERE plants in your bedroom?

	Yes, there was a telephone in my house
	Yes, there were plants in my bedroom

	No, there wasn’t a telephone in my house
	No, there weren’t plants in my bedroom


Toda pregunta, entonces, se debe comenzar con was / were there, y en la respuesta se comienza con there was / were, o, there wasn’t / weren’t.

THERE WAS se emplea con sustantivos no contables, es decir, aquellos que generalmente no se pluralizan:

El agua (water), el aceite (oil), la arena (sand), por este motivo decimos: hay arena / aceite, agua. . . en singular, nunca decimos: hay muchas aguas, arenas…

THERE WERE se emplea con sustantivos contables, es decir, aquellos que se pueden o suelen pluralizar: 

Computadores (computers), libros (books), clases (classes), etc.

	1. There was
	a nice show on TV this week

	
	Hubo un agradable espectáculo en la televisión esta semana.

	2. There was
	some milk in the refrigerator

	
	

	3. There were
	many people in the street

	
	

	4. There was
	a big dog in the garden

	
	

	5. There were
	many large factories in Medellín

	
	

	6. There were
	beautiful places to visit in Colombia

	
	

	7. There was
	a good concert on Friday

	
	

	8. There was
	a bicycle in the garage

	
	

	9. There were
	two pictures in the dining room
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